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Community Wildﬁre Protection Plan
CWPP for NW RC&D and Flathead County, Montana
GCS Research™ recently completed a Community Wildﬁre Protection Plan (CWPP) for The Northwest
Regional Resource Conservation and Development Area, Inc. (NW RC&D) and Flathead County,
Montana. Encompassing over 5,000 square miles, Flathead County is the second largest
county in Montana, with a rapidly growing population. By completing this plan, GCS enabled the
county to meet federal requirements in order to solicit funds for wildﬁre prevention.

Featured Technologies
Plan deliverables included printed and digital maps identifying
priority areas for wildland fuels reduction and mitigation

·

60cm natural color QuickBird imagery

·

ArcGIS* project ﬁles for each module

·

ArcGIS* populated data layers
within each module

·

FGDC compliant metadata for
each populated data layer

GCS Research
collaborated
closely with local
ﬁre district chiefs
and other key
stakeholders

The Community Wildﬁre Protection Plan was
developed with the following goals:

• community-based involvement in
deﬁning at-risk priority areas
• emphasis on involving local ﬁre district chiefs responsible
for community ﬁre protection across the county
• collaboration and information exchange with
responsible stakeholders interested in furthering
the planning process (many of these parties were
represented in the Steering Committee)
• utilization of GIS technology for data aggregation,
analysis, and the public involvement process itself
• utilization of the best available GIS data for the study area
• utilization of existing homeowner ﬁre
protection programs such as FIREWISE
GCS-Research sought input from Rural Fire District Chiefs and
their constituents during public meetings held throughout
the county. Priority areas for wildland fuels reduction and
mitigation were identiﬁed and digitized into GIS ﬁle format.
The resultant priority areas are hosted on the Flathead
County GIS Department interactive Internet Map Server.
These can be viewed and queried in the context of the
County’s standard geospatial base layers, including parcels,
ﬁre district boundaries and high-resolution imagery.
Additionally, GCS-Research partnered with Digital Globe
and the Native Communities Development Corporation
(NCDC) to provide ﬁne-scale analysis for the highest priority
areas. NCDC employed high resolution QuickBird satellite
imagery and advanced remote sensing techniques, to
provide a straight forward benchmark of hazards and assets
in the most “at-risk” area in the county.
Contact GCS Research to learn how to
create a similar plan for your area.
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